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October 2, 2018

Dear Representative Garcia,
RE: SUPPORT FOR SENATE BILL 541

| am writing you today requesting your support for Senate Bill 541, legislation to
introduce dental therapists in Michigan. interCare Community Health Network
serves more than 44,000 residents throughout Michigan’s lakeshore region from
Benton Harbor to Holland. In 2017, interCare provided more than 44,000 dental
appointments to 18,219 patients.

Despite our robust dental clinic operations, we still have more patients than we can
provide care and we need options to increase our dental workforce capacity,
including the option to expand our practice through the utilization of dental
therapists. In 2017, an average of 25% of adults within our service area were not
seen by a dental provider. Although there are never enough providers available to
fill the need, the utilization of dental therapist, will increase access to the vulnerable
and medically underserved residents and farmworkers within our service area.

InterCare is encouraged that the House Committee on Health Policy is exploring
options to address the access to oral health care issue and Senate Bill 541 is a critical
step to improve access to dental care and create a true dental home for hundreds
of thousands of Michiganders.

Sincerely,

VYelma Hendershott
Chief Executive Officer
InterCare Community Health Network
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